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Discussion Guide provided courtesy of
Tricia Goyer

1. What do you know about life in the South Pacific during World War II? What do you
know about women pilots during the World War II? How has this novel helped your
knowledge of that time period?
2. The novel opens with both Dan Lukens and Libby Conners working as pilots. How do
their roles change during the course of this novel?
3. What are the major themes of the novel? How are they related?
3. What role did friendships play in the novel? Do you think bonds are strengthened or
weakened during difficult times? Why?
4. Discuss three scenes in which honor played an important part in the plot. Why do you
think the author called this a “Story of Honor.”
5. How do you feel Libby’s relationship with her mother affected her view of herself?
Why is it tempting to see ourselves in light of how our parents once treated us? How can
we move beyond those haunting images to discover our true identity?
6. Many movies and books have dealt with the subject of Pearl Harbor. Were you
surprised to learn that other islands were attacked by the Japanese around the same time?
Why do you think these attacks are not as well known?
7. Discuss Natsuo’s conflicting emotions toward Dan and Americans in general. Have
you ever had a time when your head and heart were in conflict about an individual? What
was the situation? How did you resolve it?
8. When it comes to Natsuo, the ending of the novel is purposely ambiguous. What did it
mean to you and why? Should the ending have been spelled out more clearly? If you
believe Natuso went on to help others, what does that say about the story and themes? If
you believe he turned violent against Americans, what does that say? How do they differ?

Page 2
9. At the end of the book, Dan found healing by sharing his story of survival. Why do
you think sharing our personal stories helps us to heal? Have you ever found healing in
sharing your story? If not, do you think you should?
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